ADVICE for LABORATORY SESSIONS 


1. Read the lab handouts before your start the work. Read them from beginning to end (before you start the work). This will allow you to understand better what is to be done and also will make your work easier (take, for instance, only the hints I give you at the end of each lab handout). We will use our time more effectively if you do not ask me questions that are already answered in the lab sheets. 

2. Use the on line manuals I provided you with. At the moment you are concentrating on SQL therefore the manuals that describe PostgreSQL are most useful for you.

· PostgreSQL Tutorial provides you with the basics about PostgreSQL. If you feel you have difficulties in performing simple tasks such as creating a table, querying a table, … then this is the source of reference for you at this stage.

· If you feel you are quite confident with the basics and want to do more (that is not covered in the handouts of the tutorial), then refer to PostgreSQL User Guide. 

· (If you want to find out more about the DBMS Postgres then refer to Postgres95 User Manual)

Also, try to make good use of the help commands (“\?” and “\h <topic>” for backslash and SQL commands, respectively).

3. We shall try to make the best use of our time. Therefore, always, before you ask me a question, try to find the answer in handouts or manuals. Learning how to find your way out, based on a set of manuals and your intuition, is an important skill we are trying to develop during lab sessions. Only ask me for help when you get stuck. I don’t particularly welcome questions like “It says there is an error in this statement. Where is it?”. However, if you spent five/ten minutes on a parsing error and you still could not solve it (i.e. you are able to show me how you tried to find) then do call me. If I cannot see and help you during one lab session, log your questions and don’t forget to ask me next time, at the beginning of the lab.

4. If you have a computer at home then you can do a some of the your work on it. You can:

· read the handouts at home;

· “design” your SQL statements (on paper);

· edit your statements in text files.

Then, all you should do at university is to run the files containing SQL statements and correct the errors.

5. Please note that any Postgres applications (such as createdb and destroydb), run from the unix (linux) prompt, need to be redirected to the port 5432. That is, instead of using 

$createdb <a-name-that-you-chose>

you will use

$createdb -p 5432 <a-name-that-you-chose>
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