Kirsten

 MINUTES GENERAL MEETING 21.1.10

1. SPECIAL SECTOR CONFERENCE 11 FEBRUARY

Peter Mandelson announced massive cuts to higher education. The HE Sector

conference was called  about formulating next year's pay claim. 0.5% was

tentatively agreed, but there would be a IOU for next year. We are already

seeing cuts at many institutions, including well funded ones like Leeds,

Imperial College, KCL or UCL. There will be changes to the pension fund in

terms of asking for more employee contributions or closing to new

entrants. We have robust branch policy on redundancies; we'll need

commentary on policies once they're available for consultation.

DF and BL to attend as delegates.

Motion voted on; all in favour but no quorum.

Request that MM change the constitution to allow for electronic voting.

2. REPORT BACK FROM LONDON ACTIVIST MEETING 20 JAN

Sally Hunt said that there is a danger of divide and rule politics, and

the consequences of this would be the popularity of far-right political

parties and the scapegoating of marginalised people (racism etc). She

mentioned that there are currently 5000 jobs at risk in higher education.

It's important for us to campaign for the importance of education to all

political parties, and that our priorities need to be about the fight

against fees, defending education, defending public services and

protecting the vulnerable. We also need to make political arguments about

the importance of higher education, because it's not currently seen as

'essential' in the way that primary education or other public services

like the NHS are. The priority is to link up different local disputes into

a massive, coordinated national response.  We're not allowed to ballot

over job cuts, so we need to link pay to job security.

A national demonstration to defend education on the 20th of March is being

proposed, and a 6 February convention against fees and cuts is being

organised. The first meeting of the London Action committee will take

place on Wednesday, the 27th of January at 6:30PM at Kings (we can send

one member of staff and one student).

ACTION POINTS:

AT to attend. KF emailed the SU about sending a delegate.

26 JAN LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT/HIGHER EDUCATION FUNDING CRISIS

The students will also be at the lobby.  Right now there is a lack of

information/analysis on Mandelson's cuts, which is stopping people from

taking action. We have to be vigilant about the cuts, which may not

necessarily take the form of redundancies, but could be through not

replacing posts, farming out work to casual labour, privatisation, etc.

*If anyone hears of any attempt to impose cuts, please contact Kirsten at

gucu-admin@gold.ac.uk.

ACTION POINTS:

MCH to draft analysis on the cuts; SG to design/print/circulate.

GUCU to get an official College position about responding to Mandelson's

cuts at the next JNC.

NEW WARDEN

Action points:

Hold a branch meeting on the 1st week of May with the Warden. We should

also attend the open meeting on the 29th of April.

RIGHT TO WORK CONFERENCE

KD and TA to attend.

The branch to pay for travel costs.

ANNUAL MEETING FOR STAFF ON CASUAL CONTRACTS

 The meeting is 26 February at HQ. We can send 2 delegates (ED has already

volunteered), and any number of observers. If anyone is interested,

please email KF before 12 February.

KF to circulate a list of upcoming meeting dates.

PBSI Campaign

The campaign is going very well; 40 people turned up to the organisers'

meeting, and three departments have formally supported statements against

PBSI.

Politics adopted a statement saying that they are taking registers for

pastoral/welfare purposes only, but not if they will be passed on to UKBA.

BGJ to email text to KF.

